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The hol idays are quickly approaching, and many of  us rv i l l

soon take on the responsibi l i ty  of  having guests stay in our

home. Some guests wi l l  be f r iends and some wi l l  be fam-

i ly,  but  one of  the most important considerat ions every host

and hostess should make is the creat ion of  a comfortable and

enjoyable stay.  Each step of  the way, in every aspect of  the

preparat ion,  conscient ious hosts put themselves in the shoes

of their  guests.  From the minute they rvalk through the door,

guests should feel  l ike royal ty.  By fo l lowing these simple

t ips,  your home 'uvi l l  feel  l ike Buckingham Palace in no t ime

at al l .

Hosts We Love

We enjoy staying with people usual ly for  one of  t rvo rea-

sons. First .  a good host has a wonderful ,  luxur ious home f i l led

rvi th fun and amusing people,  making each vis i t  a del ight fu l

exper ience. The other reason we love to v is i t  certain homes

is,  on the contrary.  re lated ent i re ly to the relat ionship between

the guest and the hosts opening up their  home. We love the

accommodat ions because rve love the homeo'wner,  regardless

of any strange quirks he or she may have. Nolvhere do rve feel

so much at  home lvhen lve feel  appreciated with the uncondi-

t ional  acceptance of  who rve are,  and though i t  may have none

of the magnif icence of  a lavish home f i t  for  the royal  fami ly '  i t

is  of ten far more pleasant.  In ei ther s i tuat ion'  we love to stay

' ,v i th others rvhen i t 's  enjoyable and of fers a relaxing environ-

ment s imi lar  to your orvn home.

lnvi tat ion
One of  the f i rst  steps a good host should take is to send a

very c lear and concise verbal  or  wr i t ten invi tat ion.  Your guests

want to understand without a doubt that  you real ly rvant them

to stay rv i th you. In order to reduce the stress and perplexi ty

of  t ravel ing,  th ink about al l  of  the detai ls you rvould need to

prepare for  a t r ip or stay wi th someone: dates,  t iming, nearest

airport ,  weather,  p lanned act iv i t ies,  etc.  By providing several

smal l  detai ls regarding your guests ' t ravel  and accommoda-

t ions,  you demonstrate your lv i l l ingness to serve as host and

create a lvelcoming feel ing for  your guests '

Meeting and Greeting
Upon your guests' arrival, meet each person cordially

and give them the impression that fun and act iv i t ies could

not possibly start  wi thout them. Show them to their  room

and al lorv them some t ime to f reshen themselves and get

sett led as necessary.  Al 'uvays of fer  your guests a l ight  snack

and choice of  beverages since they have most l ikely been

travel ing for  some t ime.

The Guest Room

The perfect  guest room is not necessar i ly  a vast  chamber

decorated in the latest  t rends comparable to the penthouse

sui te at  a f ive-star hotel .  I ts perfect ion is the resul t  of  nothing
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more than met iculous at tent ion to detai l .

I f  you rvant to knorv horv your guests lv i l l  feel  in their

room. spend qual i ty t ime every now and then in each room

that is set  apart  for  v is i tors.  In the bedroom you should make

sure (by s leeping in i t  at  least  once) that  the bed is comfort-

able.  that  the sheets are sof t  and that there are enough pi l lows

for someone to s leep comfortably.  Al lvays make sure your

guests knorv rvhere more pi l lorvs and blankets are located

in case they get chi l led dur ing the night.  More important ly,

make sure you understand holv the temperature in the room

rvi l l  inf luence your guests '  s leeping habi ts.  There should be a

night l ight  near the door and one in the guest bath as rvel l  as

a lamp at  the head of  the bed. giv ing your guests the abi l i ty

to l ie in bed and read.

Upon enter ing the guest bath.  ensure that every detai l  is

accounted for by checking the water pressure in the shower,

l ight ing and even f lushing the toi let  a few t imes to make

sure everything is 'uvorking proper ly.  Furthermore, make

sure that in every bathroom there are plenty of  sof t ,  ab-

sorbent bath torvels,  'washcloths and a great bath mat.  And

last ly,  make sure your guests have access to soap. shampoo

and mouthrvash.
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