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Survivors Danni Boatwright shows
an option for your biggest challenge yaL
cho0sing your gown

®

20 Pages ol
Bridal Fashion

Plus tips on shopping for

your engagement ring, what
makes a marriage last, and how
lo make a grand exit

from your reception

(rirls in White Dresses
Add a sash or a brooch
to make your gown unigue

Head Turners
To tiara or not to tiara?
That is the guestion

www. kcweaddings.com



One of the most spectacular
sights at the Indian Hills Counery
Club goll course in Prairie Village
last summer had nothing o da
with gall at all.

What surprised onlackers
faw wal 3 stunning procession—
led by a professional bagpiper in
full regalia, foliowed by newly-
weds Aladair and Lindsay Reid,
their bridal party and wedding
guesti—filing thelr way atrosas

the course to the country elub’y F s
tidehi hadl.
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What they wilnessed wis a creative, memarable

grand exin.’

Pau] MMebillian, a 35-year veleran o wedding |'|I:||'|I|1|.'_;r.1;|l|\'.
dieseribes the |,u|,||'r'ln'-. exit as one of the mist beaurifu] he's
photographed in recent years and a scene more reminbsocni o
Scolaned than Kansas City:

Limitsay Redd says she wanted her wedding to reflect the cul
wiral heritage of her new extended family, a number of whom
traveled across the Alantie from Edinburgh lor the lestisines
‘It was a muliisensory experience,” she says, "and the exit wis
A |:l||e; [t al L

MeMillian, owner of Van Deusen Photography in Prairie
Villape, ] :_|1r.||1|J exiis. which l:l.'|'li|'..l|.|_'!|' occur hetween the
wedding ceremony and the reception these days, are olien
very creative. Some couples. design their exit with inventive
sights imd sounds in mind. “The higgest rend I'm sering.”
MicMillian says, "is the ringing of hells.”

MeMillian was present for an extrmondinary varation on
that theme, orchestrated by one kocal couple who gathered
together an assoriment of antlgue bells bor their Bamilbes and
bridal pany. Esch of those bells had distinctively different
tonal quualities. And when they were comhined with the many
small bells tlar were distribuited o all the other guests, the
result was awe-inspiring sound. *People really. enfoyed that
|,|u'|1|.||r|:|.|rq',' MeMillian zays
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Long gone are the davs when newlyweds belt their guests
under o simple shower ol tossed rice. Even birdseed. intro-
duced as a obone e I.I‘Il.lﬂl.‘l'n]l!:l- fhl.'m.“:- alter AELIVE, BS QU l-.]'_t
becoming passe Toclay, many wedding venues actually dis-
courage or even prohibit the iadition ahogether,

Rose petals are o popular exception. Howewer, that ritual
alen comes with some restrictions since the darker petals can
stain canpe il even concrelé. Sl Kindra Browne, owner of
Simple Elegance wedding comsulianis in Olube and Lees
Sumimit, is a scll=described “sacker lor petals™ becaase they'ne
casy (o pull off and they procuce beautiful pictures.

it,
tage Left



planned several wedadings whert
ve v gl g mixEre [t i)
ellovr anc wikiie. Thi Wl ] |laing Lhcim
ol il EwipeT coies hie fol |-|I [ e
b Ehermamee explains. “As long as | brang
a bnoom ancl sseep therm ugy quickely, 1S
10l e an s

dlimz kscabie, them whet ane b
‘andy Phalen, ovmer of Event Sigicio
s in Legwood, sivs thal “Bobbides
are ol ehe e They'ne extremety popi

ral wedldingss
et A

i lor lisas i WCEE oL

T 1 L. 1] r .
THIL .IIII.:.l M. IV 1ENC 1IN

VEMIAE EYETH
Cirher iclears 10 ingorpsori
exii imchule o relense ol hegium

I
m
[Tl

histicr =

T
i ok

soedding s nol qust o lle=

".
ENTEIL B
ELrrr, i
B |

%

K

In Honor of the Brde
Appointment Onl
E 816-523-5995 J
%mrdhll}' invite you 1o uifw our full-color catalog at
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The Getway Car

That higher bar alss exemds 10 wed-
g lranspomition. Jell Yeaich, owner
ol Execulive Limousines, says weidding
paeties are geiting larger and iransporta-
tont 1 Followving sul, "We used to pro-
ude vehicles just for the bride and
goom, bl now they'ne inviting the
entire wedding pany 10 come along.”

Instead of wown cars or classic imow
wnes, the 14-passenger limo cosch is a
et bop chobee, Thiugh it kooks like
a minihus on tse exterion, its sef up like
3l wijth. perimcter scating and all the
paditional amenities on the inskde
Unlike a conventional limousine, how.
et voul can sland up inothe lima coach

With the numbser of out-of-1own
pacsts on the rise, lmo servioes are also
pumning mone shuttle buses on rouned-
Iri|1- maiies From hotels 1o H'n.idllllﬂ_ amad
peception  sites. “Couples don’t wan
people having to worry aboul parking
of geeting losa,” Veaich says. He also
helieves that concerns about ihe conse-
quences of drinking and driving are
another lactor behimd the sumge 0 guest
frarsperiation

In adelition o limouisine coaches and
even langer party buses, trolleys are o big
hii among tI'H.l.i:r‘\. bades anad ETisrrns
They terad 1o be & more expensive alier-
mtive, bist they sear [rom 24 1w 32 pas-
sngers. “People like them because
they're  different,” savs  Meredith
Clarksom, director of sales and markes-
g for Owerland Limia

Other common chaices for wedddings
in RKamsas  City  include  sirench
Hummers, a Rolls-Rovee or a classic
antigue car. Horse-dmawn carmages., par-
pcularly around the Maza area, are also
pontracted for bridal partics on an
hourly hasis

There ame maore atypical aliernatives,
geared 1oward specific wedding themes,
soo: Harleys for motoreyele enthusiass
ot boats om area lakes. [or example. Hufl
bus even planned o local wedding with
& hot-air balloon lift as the exit. “The
Eeide haad abways wanted 1o go up in a
kalloor, so that was something her
groam declded 1o do for her,” Hull s

Wirken laughs when asked about the
mosl uassal getnway vehicle he's ever
secti. His answer? “A lirctruck [or a cou-
ple {n Prafrie Village last year,”

According o, Wirken, when the
groom-to-be was just 3 years old, all he
wanited For Christmas was a firetrock. It
wis the first presemt he eopened tha
year, and he didnt open up anything
s, When he proposed 1o his bode, he
told her: *You're my firctrock.”

FALL WINTER Zoa

When 1 heard that story in our ven
first meeting,”™ Wirken recalls, "1 thoughi
Lo el Wi mood 10 get our hands ona
Bretruck.’ ® The phiographer happened
b motice an old Hre Engne front of a
restanirainl and wis alshe (0 amamge (6 sur-
prise artival for the cimgple on thetr wed-
ding day. “Th was a preity granad exit,”
Wirken says

Witk stoey B illestrasve of what the
pramd e, o sy other umicpue wedding
actteity s neally all alou. A wedkding oclebn-
g i the s of meammgiull snd memoe-
mble monenis, some of which beosme saen
T ATl :nl]h:gr e Fevisiiod over Himae

Tk whien Lindsany Beicl kool thiough
her wrkding albwam, she soes miach imese
than the bagpiper, her new Ineshand in s
clre kali ni her sile anl e Rk wl
s, Heid sy ils funmy thai she canl
even memember the 9degme bheat, isacad
shie relives the “warmith amd kowe from all of
gur Triends. amd L1r.rul'!.' ard the Bscr tha
“evervhody head a gocd timie”

Aboui the mithor Sieer fory t5 o [recknge
writer i sukeperidont maiting comadt-
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