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cathy & rick
APRIL 28 KANSAS C TY, I '1O

photography by Marco and Jan Simonel l i

A business trip to New York Ciry became more about pleasure when Cathy Howard (a 38-year-old

commercial real esrate broker) and Rick Baier (a52-year-old commercial real estate developer)

decided to hit the Diamond District in search of an engagement ring. The nvo had dated lor rwo

yea:s and had even purchased a home together, but Rick had yet to lormally proPose. That all

changed, though, on their last night in New York. The two were dining at Nobu with friends

when an unexpected treat arrived at the end of the meal: chocolate mousse with a proposal writ-

ten around the edge ofthe plate. "I said yes, and the whole restaurant applauded," says Cathy.

"Afterward, we stole the plate with the proposal still written on it!"

Both Cathy and Rick have busy professional lives and children lrom previous marriages, so

they hired wedding planner Mandy Phalen lrom Event Studio to attend to the details oFtheir >>
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Nerv Vrr l i  n ightc lub inspirccl  cclcbrrr t ion.  "Wc rvanttc l  thc fccl  to l le

class\ ' ' , "  says ( lathv.  " ' t 'h is wirs thc sccol ld ant l  f l r t t r l  ntr t r r iagc f i r r  l roth of

t ts, , rnt l  rvc wanted to thr t lw:r  ht tge pl t r tv t t l  cc lc l ; r , t te."

' l 'hc two rnarr iccl  i .  f i rnt  of  50 c losc f l ' ic 'c ls encl  f i r ' i l1 '  nrernbcrs at

Klnsas ( l i t r "s l , iber- t1,  Mert tor ia l ,  r t  t rerv l l ' rc l lovir tcd \ i /or ld W:rr  I

n lonul lcnt :utd nrt tsct tn. t .  Cathv,  rv i th i l  sot t  o l t  cach,rr t r t ,  walkccl  t lown

:r  c l rarrat ic purple ais lc r t t l tner that  lvas et t rbr-oic lcrcd rv i th thc cot tp le 's

in i t i t ls .  Shc rvore r t  sophist icatecl  c l t r tnrprrgtre-colorct l ,  hal ter-stv le gorvn,

ancl  I l ick (rvho rvalkecl  c lown the ais lc wi th his t rvo daughter-s)  wore a

black Calv in Klc in sui t  rv i th a ch,r tnpaenc-colorct l  shir t  i rnd str ipccl  t ic .

Llv their siclcs rvere Cathy's sister ils nt:ttrolt of ltotlor in a Lrlorvtr hllter

c l rcss,  , rncl  l { ick 's son as best ln:ru in a natty 'shir t  and t ie corrbo.

Aftc l  a pr iv;r tc dinner rv i th thcir  ceremoni 'gt tests,  thc cot4r le k ickccl

of f  their  sopl . r is t icatecl  rcccpt ion rv i rh a shi tnnrer- ing nrart in i  [ rar  lud >>
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at Planning t ip:  Nontradi i ional  menus add more energy

to ihe recept ion,  Cathy and Rick {ocused on heavy

hors d 'oeuvres and cocktai ls to keep guests dancing

and mingl ing throughout the night
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CAIt  lY & RICK ,  i . , t 'L l

ice luge that scrved t lp cosrnos, lemon drops, ancl  c l i r ty nlart in is An

aclclirional 350 guests joined thern fbr the celebration wherc soft clraper-ics,

purple linens, sculptecl metal trees, ancl warm candlclight eclclecl to the

club vibe. Thc JeffJenkins Band entertained :rnd kcpt the party groov-

ing with tutres fror.n artists such as The Dave Matthews Bencl ancl John

Mayer.  "- l 'hcy were increcl ib le ' ' '  says Cathy "Al l  of  our guests

commentcd on tl.re band; I think they rnay have booked a few more gigs

just  f rom our party!"  Heavy hors d 'oeuvrcs kcpt everyonc's energy

levcls r.rp, as did the decadent dessert buffet'

Thc night e ndecl n.ruch too soon lor the rrervlpveds' who decided to

extencl  the revelrv just : r  b i t  longer '  "About 75 of  our f r icncls were

headed to a club down the street, so we surprised thern by showing up,''

savs Catl-ry. "'fhey all cheered when we arrived, and it made fbr a long

night!"  But no worr ies . . .  thc happy couple c:rught up on some much-

needecl rest during their 10-clay honeymoon in M:rui -'t B' >>
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CATHY & RICK'S INGREDIENTS

slIE The Liberty Memorial Museum (816) 784'

1918 PHOTOGRAPHY Marco andJan Sirnonelli,

PhotoMementos.com CONSULTANT "Mandv

did al l  of  the hard work,  and I  was able to

fbcus on the fun details," says Cathy' "She kept

us organized, and thanks to her the event was

flawless." Mandy Phalen' Event Studio (913)

469-1850, Leawood, KS orr tctaNT Pastor

Timrny Gibson, Olathe Li fe Fel lowship (913)

390-1200, Olathe, KS GowN Cathy's sexy

halter-stylc gown featured ruching around the

bodice, a low back, and nvo slits up the front

legs.  Br idal  Extraordiuaire (913) 268-5566'

Shawr.ree, KS HAIR AND MAKEUP A l r iend

of C-athy's did her hair  and makeup. MAID

oF HONoR DREss Br idal  Extr : rordir . ra i re

FORMATwEAR Rick wore a black Calv in Klein

sui t  wi th a c l . rarnpagne shir t  and t ie Men's

Vearhor ' rse (Bl6) 5U7-1205, North Kansas

(. i ty lNvITATIONS I 'hc party i r tv i tat ions were

f i t t ingly namccl  "P:rr ty Fect"  ancl  fcatr ' r red

peoplc nringling with cocktails fron.r the waist

down. Bvcnt Studio FLowERS l)an Meiners

hclpecl  br ing Cathy's v is ion of  a New York-

nightclub to l i fe.  Studio [ )an Mciners (816)

842-7244 RENTAL EoUtPMENT Spccial ty

ddcor fionr Midwcst Erlbroidcry (816) 421'

0209; lighting fiotn Harvest Productions (816)

483-3U89 CATERING Art ichoke i rncl  p inc nut

terrinc with bakecl lavosh wa.s a lavorite irt the

reception. Bonterra Caitering & Events (816)

842-7484 MUSIc Ccremony: harpist and flutist

booked through Front l ine E,ntertainrnent

O13) 338-4200i reccPtion: JeffJcnkins Band

(9 | 3) 940-0236 TRANsPo RTATIoN Overland

Lirnousine (913) 3Ul-3504' Ovcrland Park,

KS AccoMMoDATloNs Sheraton Sui tes

Countrv Club Plaza (816) 931-4400 HoNEY'

MooN "Sincc our wedding was on a Fridai l

the next day we had al l  our l imilv over for

brunch," s:rys (lathy. "Thcn cin Sur-rday we left

fbr l0 days in M:rui."


