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oul hear about of-
fice romances all
the time. For Julic
and Craig, finding
each other ot work
Wis @ near statis-
e improhabality, Both work ai Las Colinas-based YHA where
among the roughly 1.000 ather emiployees — they happened to
bump inio each other st a mndom meeting. Craig asked Julie o
see him again...not on a date. bt 1o set wp an appointment to talk
aboul,. work. Snll, therr “stnctly professional™ session gave way
o conversihions about e, All of a sudden 1t was not business os
usual; it was the beginning of 2 new venture, When it came time
o tie the knot, Craig and Jualie knew they had quite a task in frong
af them, beginning with their first difference of opinion: the
wanted o small and intimate wedding, he wanied a barger one
They negotinted something in betvween., Snll, for Julie it seemed
like a bigger wedding than she was used 10, “Both my sisters
had small weddings. Most of my friends had smaller weddings
This was new termitory to me.” They decided on Marie Gabreelle
for their ceremony and reception because of its sophisticated
ambiance and non-traditional wedding meme. They also enlisted
the help of wedding planner, Mandy Phalen (incidentally & fior-
mer VHA emploves) to pull off their event. From there every-
thing fell imta place. The couple divided and conquered, each
one contributing 10 the suecess of their wedding celebranions.
( That’s mght, there was more than one. ) With T0-percent of their
guests coming in from out of town, 1t was imponant for Julie and
Lrng o give everyone an expenience beyond their expectations.
The sctual wedding was just one part of o 3-day extrovagonzs
that began with a festive rehearsal dinmer oi o Mexican restauran
(reflecting Julie’s roots), and capped by a Sunday night crawfish
boal (a mad to Crang’s Cajun background), In all, Julie and Craig
Ioaimal the endire process o be a great opporiunity to get o know
each other betier, As 1115 m matiers of business. communication
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Most Memerable Moment: For Julie,
it was walking down the aisle with her
dod, who wos cracking jokes fo keep
her ot eose. For Craig, it wos seaing
Jiilie walk dawn The ||:--.1g agisle. He

recalls 1nn|in5 narvous until he cought

illi_]l"l'- ".' LT |.'.-r|-.'.|r'-_ than .r1_=¢:|||n[_| Fl_-|:'l.-

present for the rest of the ceremany.
MVP: "."'."l:l;irllnﬂ F-ir_.mr.trr_ I'-.-'.:_'md':.-'
Phaolen Far taking a lof ol strass off the
planning

Unique Touch: Officiant Ken Byrd
integrated an inscription = written on
Craig's copy of The Prophet by Khali
Gibran = into the ceremony. The
||'|'.|'_|'||'.'.'i;2r'| h-:':l.‘. ;3F.'n1 maaning ] ':'-:_:IIH ]
parents, bul Byrd managed to tie il in
with Julie, los

Advice: Don’t underestimate the last
two weeks befare the wedding, don’t
gel hung up on traditions, ond hire o

wedding coordinator




